
The Ups and Downs of a First Time Meadow Creation

Lawn to Meadow
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Pandemic 2020 Project

 Great way to quarantine

o Design planning in winter 2019-2020

o Sidewalk install April – May

o Manually removed all turf grass 

• Scalping with flat shovel

• Rototilled site and removed remaining roots



Planting Planner

Key Information Sources:
- Prairie Nursery, prairienursery.com

- North Creek Nurseries (Wholesale Only), northcreeknurseries.com  

- New Moon Nursery (Wholesale Only), newmoonnursery.com

http://www.prairienursery.com/
https://www.northcreeknurseries.com/
http://www.newmoonnursery.com/


Plants Arrive!

 1800 plugs for initial installation

o Northcreek Nursery, Oxford, PA 

o New Moon Nursery, Woodstown, NJ

 Additional resources added later

o Carolina Native Nursery, Burnsville, NC

o Izel Native Plants, various



Planting Methods

30-45/hour + BLISTERS 200-250/hour (almost) no blisters



August 2020
3 months after planting

Plugs are Amazing!

I now plant everything as small as 

possible as I have found small 

plants establish faster and outpace 

a larger specimen in the long run



DIY Cost

 $2000 (2020 actual)

o $1,800 in plants (average $1 each plant)

o $250 in mulch (10 yards)

o 30 hours labor (excludes sidewalk)

Estimated Pro Design/Install

 $6000-$8000 (estimated)

o $4000 for plants and mulch (2X wholesale)

o $2000 in pro install and design (40 hours X 

$50/hour)

• I asked a garden designer friend from 

Charlotte, NC and he estimated $7000-$8000 

(2020)

 $3600
o Plugs pricing +75% = $3150

o Mulch= $450 (10 yards delivered)

2025 Estimated DIY Cost Estimated Pro Design/Install

 $12,000 = $18,000
o 3-4X DIY costs



Was it Worth it? (August 2023)



 Cut back to 6-18” height in late February

o Cut by hand as it gives me more control and 
I get to see more

• Looking for first signs of growth, and weed eat 
before they get tall enough to be cut

• Cut the pieces in 6-12 in lengths to make better 
looking and laying mulch

• Leave a lot of the debris as mulch but if there is 
excess it goes to compost

 1-2 hours of weeding per week 
throughout growing season

 No Additional Mulching beyond what the 
plants provide 

 I might sneak in new plants every now 
and then…

Routine Care



Additions since May 2020

 Added Shade Garden to rear of house

 Added grasses as infills and replaced a few plants that 

failed in front

 Between shade garden and infill planting I’ve more than 

doubled the plant count (+4500-5000 plugs)

TO REPLACE IMAGE:

1. Right-click image

2. Select Change Picture

3. Select From a File to choose an image

4. Credit image (if necessary) 

Puttyroot Orchid, Aplectrum hyemale



 If You Plant it They Will Come…

 I’m shocked by how much education it has caused and the interest it has generated!

 You need more plants than anything recommends to create a stable (non-floppy) native garden

o I planted on 12-inch centers

• Recommendations varied by plant from 12–24-inch centers

• This is correct for the flowering plants

• There should be a grass in every gap between for competition and support

• Green mulch and competition keeps the plants shorter

 I’ve come to despise wood mulch (double ground)

o It’s a water barrier after 2-3 months

 There will be challenges

o Some plants will be perfect for the sight on paper…and not thrive anyway!

o Some plants are wrong but you must have them…and they love it in their new home!

o Plants will not stay where you put them...relax and learn what they are trying to teach you!

o You planted a buffet in a food desert…you will be too successful at some point before you’re ready!

What I’ve Learned



Why Plant a Meadow



Why Plant a Meadow
Creating a functional landcape

 Support diversity of life, not just pollinators

o Support the entire lifecycle

 Provide energy for the local food web.

 Reconnect functional ecosystems 

 Manage the watershed 

o absorbing and retaining stormwater

o Slow or stop runoff and erosion

 Carbon sequestration



Source: USA Library of Congress

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loc.gov%2Fresource%2Fg3701d.ct003970%2F&ved=0CBoQ3YkBahcKEwjAleKp3eiRAxUAAAAAHQAAAAAQCA&opi=89978449


Ecoregions
a geographic area with shared 

ecological traits. Climate, seasons, 
topography, soils, and typical plant 
and animal communities are similar 

within the region

Source: Homegrown National Park

https://homegrownnationalpark.org/ecoregion-finder/


How to Plant a Meadow



 Herbicide

 Cardboard

 Tarp/Plastic

 Sod Cutter 

Kill Your Lawn



Mature Plants

Quarts and Gallons

 Broad availability

 Instant reward

 Ability to design plant location

 More work to plant

 Highest cost

 Slow to fully establish 



Plugs

 Limited availability (but growing)

o Largely Wholesale, but retail growing

 Generally must buy by the flat

 Fast reward

 Ability to design plant location

 Fairly easy to plant

 mid-range cost

 Fastest to fully establish 



Seeding

Premixed and Custom Blends

 Fairly availability

 Lowest cost

 Longest establishment time

 Harder to design plant layout

 Initial “messy” appearance

 Longer risk of invasive/trouble plants 



How to Get Started
Homegrown National Park

• Armchair Wildlife Habitat 

• Landless Wildlife Habitat

• Step-by-step Wildlife Habitat

• Gung-ho! Wildlife Habitat



You Have the Power to Change the Script
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